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LOUISIANA ATTRACTIONS AND LOUISIANA TAX FREE SHOPPING JOINS

U.S. CULTURAL & HERITAGE TOURISM MARKETING COUNCIL

The U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council announces a new strategic partnership with Louisiana Attractions and Louisiana Tax Free Shopping. The goal of this new alliance is to develop and market combined cultural, heritage and shopping based packages regionally, nationally and internationally to drive visitors to New Orleans.  This innovative partnership is designed to encourage the international visitors to enjoy the unique cultural and heritage offerings of the area and to increase the value of their visit by taking advantage of tax free shopping. 

Recent tourism trends reflect a growing interest in “experience” or hands-on packaging. Louisiana Tax Free Shopping and USCHT plan to create themed packages to attract new international visitors, as well as encouraging previous international visitors to explore New Orleans’ unique cultural and heritage experiences and shop.  The initial packages in development feature two diverse cultural experiences – a classic New Orleans Jazz Brunch at the Court of Two Sisters and a Swamp Tour of the Louisiana bayous.  Each of these destinations is coupled with a shopping experience-- one with the Riverwalk Marketplace and the other with Lakeside Shopping Center. 






(more)
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“We are excited about the prospect of offering these packages to today’s very discerning traveler,” said Denise Thevenot, Director of Louisiana Tax Free Shopping.  “This adds a new platform for generating awareness of shopping opportunities complemented by the breadth and depth of our cultural and heritage offerings. We are looking at this partnership with the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council as a way to drive new visitor traffic by combining cultural and heritage experiences along with shopping to our visitors.  Discounts and value-added upgrades are very popular today and this is a creative way to offer both.”
In announcing this new partnership, Sheila Armstrong, Executive Director of the USCHT Marketing Council said, “We are especially pleased to have Tax Free Louisiana join as a partner in our organization.  Louisiana’s rich and diverse arts and culture offerings are an unparalleled slice of America’s culture and heritage.  Combining the cultural experience with the shopping experience…especially with the offer of tax free shopping to the international visitor….is an innovative way to offer value and memories to visitors.  We are looking forward to developing these packages and promoting them in support of both the cultural and shopping destinations. “
The Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Program  allows international tourists the opportunity to shop at more than 800 stores throughout the state and apply for a tax refund at any of its five refund centers.  The LTFS Program has serviced more than 600,000 international visitors representing more than $500 million in tax free purchases since 1989.   To learn more about the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Program visit www.louisianataxfree.com. 

The U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council was formed as a

direct outcome of the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Summit held in Washington,

DC in October 2005. The primary purpose of this travel trade association is to package,

market and sell US. Cultural and Heritage Tourism experiences both nationally and

internationally. The Marketing Council represents leading U.S. Tourism Destinations,

attractions and travel partners engaged in marketing U.S. Cultural and Heritage to

travelers from throughout the USA and around the world.                       (more)
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For additional information about the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing

Council, visit www.uscht.com or call (843) 341-6392. To view the Culture Traveler Tours, visit www.theculturaltraveler.com .
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