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Tax Free Savings with NEW Shop, Dine & Culture Packages--

An Added Bonus for International Visitors to New Orleans

Louisiana Tax Free Shopping in partnership with the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council is offering two new packages featuring shopping, dining and two diverse cultural experiences with the added bonus of tax free shopping to international visitors.

“We’ve designed these packages to add a new platform for generating awareness of tax free shopping opportunities by doing it in tandem with two very unique New Orleans cultural experiences.  What could be more fun than enjoying a traditional Jazz Brunch at the Court of Two Sisters or coming up close and personal with an alligator on a tour of the swamp and shopping!?” said Denise Thevenot, Director of Louisiana Tax Free Shopping.  “By combining cultural and heritage with shopping, the international visitors can experience New Orleans’ culture and heritage and take advantage of tax free shopping during their visit. with the added convenience of tax free redemption centers.”

The first package, “Jazz Brunch and Shop” features the #1 desired activity of visitors—shopping.  The shopping part of the package is at Riverwalk Marketplace 
(more)
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with special savings.  This is combined with the #2 desired visitor activity—dining.  The 
dining offer in the package is a traditional New Orleans Jazz Brunch at the historic Court of Two Sisters and this brunch is with the cultural twist of history and classic New Orleans jazz.  The Riverwalk Marketplace is another slice of culture and history.  Located on the banks of the Mississippi, this center is one of the city’s premier shopping attractions.  Along with offering a valuable coupon book, Riverwalk is also adding a CD of New Orleans Jazz with this package.
The second package is “Swamp & Shop” – a package that features the #3 desired activity for visitors – culture and heritage.  It is designed for those adventurers who enjoy meandering through the bayous of Louisiana’s swamplands and also enjoy exploring the fashions at the shopping center.    The Jean Lafitte’s Swamp Tour is an unforgettable escorted tour of murky waters filled with exotic wildlife and plants. 

The shopping part of the package is as memorable at the Lakeside Shopping Center, Louisiana’ most exciting retail mall with over 120 stores and boutiques to navigate armed with a coupon book of savings.
The packages are themed to attract new international visitors, as well as encouraging previous international visitors and domestic visitors to explore New Orleans’ unique cultural and heritage experiences and to shop.  The added benefit to the international visitor is that their shopping purchases are tax free and can be conveniently redeemed at tax free redemption centers at both Riverwalk Marketplace and Lakeside Shopping Center.
In announcing these new packages, Sheila Armstrong, Executive Director of the USCHT Marketing Council said, “Louisiana’s rich and diverse historical and cultural offerings are an unparalleled slice of America’s heritage.  By combining the cultural experience with the shopping experience, these packages are an innovative way to offer value and memories to visitors.  The added value of tax free shopping makes them even more appealing to the international visitor.”    (more)
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The “Jazz Brunch and Shop” and the “Swamp and Shop” packages can be viewed and purchased at TheCulturalTravler.com.  For additional information visit culturaltraveler@aol.com. 
About Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Program
The Louisiana Tax Free Shopping (LTFS) Program offers international tourists the opportunity to shop at more than 800 stores throughout the state and apply for a tax refund at any of its five refund centers.  The LTFS Program has serviced more than 600,000 international visitors representing more than $500 million in tax free purchases since 1989.   To learn more about the Louisiana Tax Free Shopping Program visit www.louisianataxfree.com. 

About the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council
The U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council was formed as a

direct outcome of the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Summit held in Washington,

DC in October 2005. The primary purpose of this travel trade association is to package,

market and sell US. Cultural and Heritage Tourism experiences both nationally and

internationally. The Marketing Council represents leading U.S. Tourism Destinations,

attractions and travel partners engaged in marketing U.S. Cultural and Heritage to

travelers from throughout the USA and around the world.                      
For additional information about the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing

Council, visit www.uscht.com or call (843) 341-6392. To view the Culture Traveler Tours, visit www.theculturaltraveler.com .
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