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Shop America Alliance and US Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council

In Partnership with Visit Orlando VISIT FLORIDA and American Express

Shop America Alliance and U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council announce the 2012 ONE Travel Conference on Shopping, Dining and
 Cultural Tourism will be held at the Hilton Bonnet Creek Hotel in Orlando, Florida, 
January 15-17, 2012.  The conference is being presented in partnership with
 Visit Orlando, VISIT FLORIDA and American Express.
 Keynote presenters Roger Dow, CEO of the U.S. Travel Association  Julie Heizer, Acting Director, U.S. Department of Commerce/OTTI, Chris Thompson of VISIT FLORIDA and Beverly Anderson of American Express will be joined by more than 35 influential presenters for executive level idea exchange and partnership development.  In addition, the conference will present the SASI-ONE Awards for innovative marketing and offer VIP Mobile Experiential Tours featuring shopping, dining and cultural destinations in the Orlando area.     (more)
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Shopping, Dining and Cultural-Heritage Travel are consistently ranked as the top three travel activities in the USA, according to data tracked by the U.S. Department of Commerce/Office of Travel & Tourism Industries (OTTI) and the U.S. Travel Association.  With the recent passage of the Travel Promotion Act, growth in international inbound travel, along with the ongoing economic recovery fueling domestic travel, the conference will focus on addressing the new opportunities for business development and growth for the travel industry.

“The ONE Travel Conference is a win/win for all involved,” states Rosemary McCormick, President of Shop America Alliance and co-producer of the ONE Travel Conference.  “Experiential travel is what consumers want today, more than just ‘heads in beds.’ Several research studies will be presented at the conference to underscore the synergy between shopping, dining and cultural-heritage travel and how to market to these lucrative visitors.  At the ONE Travel Conference, we will be exploring and celebrating the best practices in promoting these important travel sectors. The program, developed with input from our advisory committee of industry leaders, will focus on delivering ROI through the Power of Partnerships.”

“Our goal is to continue to unify these powerful travel industry segments so we can speak with ONE voice on the importance of promoting these top travel experiences.  They are the key economic drivers and job providers, “states Sheila Armstrong, Executive Director of the US Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council and co-producer of the ONE Travel Conference.  “The establishment of the Corporation for Travel Promotion offers new and exciting national and international marketing opportunities.    Delegates at the ONE Travel Conference, destination marketing organizations (DMOs), shopping, dining and cultural-heritage leaders along with international tourism partners will learn of new opportunities to shape their future marketing initiatives.”  Ms. Armstrong also serves on the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Travel & Tourism Advisory Board charged with advising the Secretary of Commerce, on tourism policy issues.             (more)
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Registration for the conference will open in June at OneTravelConference.com with the program, sponsorship opportunities and special hotel rates along with SASI-ONE Awards Entry and Silent Auction Donation Information.  The Silent Auction will benefit the Destination & Travel Foundation’s Educational Initiatives and local cultural programs in Orlando.  The Conference delegate fee is $495 per person through August 31, 2011 and $595 from September 1 through December 31, 2011, subject to availability.

For more information, contact the ONE Travel Conference producers:  Rosemary McCormick, Shop America Alliance, 707.224.3795, shopamericatours@aol.com or

Sheila Armstrong, US Cultural Heritage Tourism Marketing Council, 843.341.6392, CulturalTraveler@aol.com or visit ONETravelConference.com
*****

ONE Travel Conference on Shopping, Dining & Cultural Tourism

2012 Advisory Committee

Sharon Adams, Houston First
Autumn Ames, Arts and Cultural Alliance of Central Florida

Beverly Barsook, Museum Store Association

Nancy Hahn Bono, Visit Orlando®
Liz Dion, Orlando Premium Outlets®/Simon®
Werner Escher, South Coast Plaza
Amanda Font, California Travel & Tourism Commission
Joann Haden-Miller, Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau

Virginia Haley, Sarasota Convention & Visitors Bureau


Julie Heizer, U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel

   And Tourism Industries

Catherine Hinman, Charles Hosmer Museum of America Art

Laura Mandala, Mandala Research

William Nix, Palm Beach County Cultural Council

Terry Olson, Orange County Arts and Cultural Affairs

Carolyn Petty, Tax Free Texas

Tori Sullivan, Gator Tours (Gray Line Affiliate)

Jonelle Tannahill, California Travel & Tourism Commission

Rob Varney, Florida Space Coast

Patricia Washington, Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation


ONE Travel Conference for Shopping, Dining and Cultural & Heritage Tourism is produced annually by Shop America Alliance and the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council.  The Conference brings together leaders in the travel industry to focus on The Power of Partnership, speaking with ONE Voice.  The first annual conference was held in Pasadena, California Jan 16-18, 2011.  The next ONE Travel Conference will be held in Orlando, Florida, January 15-17, 2012.  For more information visit ONETravelConference.com or call 843.341.6392.

Shop America Alliance is the travel trade organization representing hundreds of the premier shopping tourism destinations, retailers, shopping centers, museum stores and outlets in North America. Founded in 1998, Shop America Alliance co-produces the annual ONE Travel Conference and SASI-ONE Awards and The Cultural Traveler guidebook, publishes Shop America Magazine and markets more than 200 shopping tours in 40 cities.  For more information, visit shopamericatours.com or call 707.224.3795.
US Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council (USCHT) is a travel trade association with a mission to market U.S. cultural and heritage tourism experiences. USCHT represents leading U.S. tourism destinations, attractions and travel partners engaged in marketing U.S. cultural and heritage to travelers throughout the United States and around the world, co-produces the annual ONE Travel Conference and SASI-ONE Awards. The Cultural Traveler guidebook and sponsors market research on the Cultural and Heritage Traveler. For more information, visit USCHT.com and TheCulturalTraveler.com  or call 843.341.6392.
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